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The Circuit Rider Published October 2, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Conference News Advisory:
A Call for Prayer and  Healing for Bishop Swanson
Released by the Mississippi Area Episcopal Office  
Dear Mississippi United Methodists:

Delphine and I are writing to let you know of a condition that is currently impacting our lives, particularly mine. I was 
recently diagnosed with prostate cancer. We are sharing this information with you, Mississippi Annual Conference be-
cause you are our family and we want you to be in prayer with us as we go through this new adventure. I am scheduled 
for surgery, November 12, 2013. We are asking that you will bathe me, Delphine, the doctor and medical staff in prayer.

May God smile upon you as you keep us in your thoughts and we thank you in advance for your prayers.

Yours in Christ,
Bishop Swanson

To view Bishop’s Swanson’s video announcement regarding his diagnosis, visit http://vimeo.com/75594493?utm_source.

To express written well-wishes to Bishop Swanson:

Mail to: Mississippi Area of The United Methodist Church | 320-E Briarwood Drive | Jackson, MS 39206 
Email to: PrayersforBishopSwanson@gmail.com 
Post to Bishop Swanson’s Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/BishopJamesESwansonSr
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Luke 17:5-10
New International Version (NIV)

5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!”

6 He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard 
seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and 
planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.

7 “Suppose one of you has a servant plowing or looking 
after the sheep. Will he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and sit down to eat’? 8 Won’t he rather say, 
‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? 9 Will he thank the 
servant because he did what he was told to do? 10 So you also, when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are 
unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’”

And the Next Stop Is...  
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop James 
E. Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming days.

• October 3 (Thursday)
Bishop Swanson will speak at 2:30 p.m. during the Lam-
buth Day celebration at Pearl River United Methodist 
Church in Madison, Mississippi.

• October 4 (Friday)
The United Methodist Women Annual Retreat Praise and Worship Service will be held at 7:15 p.m. at Parkway Heights United Method-
ist Church in Hattiesburg, Mississippi and Bishop Swanson will deliver the message.

• October 6 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the following locations at the below listed times:
- 11:00 a.m. - Refuge United Methodist Church in Lucedale, Mississippi
- 4:00 p.m. - Northeast Cluster at Salem Campground in Lucedale, Mississippi

• October 13 (Sunday)
Picayune United Methodist Church in Picayune, Mississippi is having a Centennial Celebration at 10:30 a.m. and Bishop Swanson will 
be the guest speaker.

• October 20 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at the following locations at the below listed times:
- 11:00 a.m. - Cornerstone United Methodist Church in Meridian, Mississippi 
- 6:00 p.m. - East Lauderdale Covenant Fall Praise and Worship at Lauderdale United Methodist Church in Lauderdale, Mississippi 

Agency Says Affordable Care 
Act Needs Fix for Churches
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 
Without the Church Health Plan Act, the future of church- 
sponsored health plans is in danger under the new health 
care law, says the United Methodist Board of Pension and 
Health Benefits.

To read the full story and post a comment, visit:
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=5259669&ct=13313617.
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Vickers Says Mississippi Conference “A Gift to the Church”             
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt, Senior Communications Specialist
Thoughts of the Mississippi Conference of the United Methodist Church will 
stick with Dr. Jason Vickers for a long time. He recently made his first visit to 
the Magnolia state where nearly 200 United Methodist clergy gathered to hear 
him speak over a three-day period for the Bishop’s Convocation. Commenting 
on the hospitality, Vickers said “The clergy I’ve met are down to earth in the 
best sense of that term, absolutely easy to talk to and get to know, it is clear there 
is a passion for God and a passion for the church but on the other hand, there is 
a certain salt of the earth character that makes it so easy to be with clergy.”

Vickers, who is the author of the 2011 book, “Minding the Good Ground: A 
Theology of Church Renewal,” was invited by the Mississippi Area Resident 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. His book is on Swanson’s reading list. During the 
program, Vickers guided participants through four phases of reflection on the 
theme: Contemplating God’s Holiness (Exodus 15:11 and Hosea 11:9), En-
countering God’s Holiness (Exodus 19:23, Deuteronomy 4:12 and Isaiah 6:5), 
Becoming Holy (Leviticus 11:45 and Numbers 16:46) and Finding Freedom in Holiness (II Corinthians 3:17). There was in-depth dis-

cussion around each topic. Microphones were stationed around the large meeting space for pastor’s 
to address Vickers and Swanson. A wide range of questions came from the floor. 

“What I love about the questions, whether prompted by the book or the presentation, is that they are 
questions that reflect the day-to-day life of the work in the ministry. They are questions close to the 
ground. They represent the real bump and grind of ministry. Those are the best theological ques-
tions,” said Vickers.

According to Eugene Stockstill, pastor of Myrtle Ebenezer UMC in Union County, this type of ex-
change made the gathering well worth attending, “Very refreshing, very informative and it has been a 
very enjoyable time for me, he said.  

The Rev. Selber McShepard of New Zion and St. Paul United Methodist Churches, (Lampton 
Charge) said that her enthusiasm came from the teachings and examples. “It is awesome how he 
shared the way God witnesses to people through healing, through the word, through the sanctuary; 
he (Vickers) just brings it home, the life of the Holy Spirit, so alive so real,” she said.  

Some of the pastors took a hard look at themselves following Vickers direct and 
tough-talk approach on control. “It has been enlightening. It’s been stirring and 
something that has convicted me and made me want to move out of my comfort 
zone and realize I can do better with myself to help my ministry and my congrega-
tion.  

Vickers who resides in Dayton, Ohio said he was leaving Mississippi impressed by 
the men and women that God has called and equipped to do ministry in the confer-
ence. “The Mississippi Annual Conference may be the well best kept secret in all of 
United Methodism...truly a gift to the church so I am looking forward to the future 
and the Mississippi Conference to lead the way forward in renewal,” he said.

The Bishop’s Convocation was held September 30 through October 2 at Crossgates 
United Methodist Church, in Brandon, Mississippi. It was sponsored by the office 
of the bishop and the office of communications and connectional ministries of the 
Mississippi Annual Conference UMC, coordinated by the Center for Ministry.
 

United Methodist HBCUs Working to Recruit Minorities in STEM             
United Methodist Communications, Public Information
United Methodist historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs), supported by The United Methodist Church’s Black College 
Fund, are working to recruit more women and minorities in the academic areas of science, technology, engineering and math (STEM).

Pastors Selber McShepard, Will Dowling and 
Tanya Evans were among the nearly 200 clergy 
at the Bishop’s Convocation.

Rev. Joe Reynolds is one of many pastors 
who had a question for Dr. Vickers.

Dr. Jason Vickers addresses 
clergy of the Mississippi An-
nual Conference.
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“Females make up only ten percent of the total population of engineers,” said Dr. Monique M. Johnson-Jones, director of STEM at 
Huston-Tillotson University in Austin, Texas. “Females either keep pace or surpass males when it comes to obtaining bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees; however, the numbers are not sustained when it comes to the STEM areas.” 

Huston-Tillotson University, Bennett College, Paine College and Dillard University are just a few of the United 
Methodist HBCUs that are specifically working to boost interest in STEM fields.

Through the Saturday STEM Academy and the Austin Pre-Freshman Engineering Summer Program, Huston-
Tillotson identifies middle and high school students who are interested in STEM and reinforces them in their 
pursuit of these academic areas.

“Research shows that it is vital to get students interested in the math and sciences at the elementary level,” said 
Dr. Johnson-Jones. “Once a student makes up his or her mind about math and science, it usually stays that way 
throughout their educational careers. It is up to math and science educators to reach out early to students and 
expose them to all of the opportunities available in the STEM areas.”

Igniting the passion for sciences at an early age is also among the work being done within the STEM department 
at Bennett College in Greensboro, N.C. As a part of the school’s Sisters-in Science (SIS) program, scholars from 
Bennett’s STEM program serve as mentors for female high school and middle school students who have STEM 
career goals. The group gathers for monthly meetings, labs and trips to conferences.

At Paine College in Augusta, Georgia, Dr. LaShawnda Lindsay-Dennis and Dr. Lawanda Cummings recently received a $343,000 Nation-
al Science Foundation grant to research the underlying factors linked to the low participation of African-American women in STEM.

“Minority women are needed in STEM fields to bring their innovative perspectives to the global environmental, technological and 
engineering industries,” said Dr. Cummings. “Understanding how to promote their successful integration into these growing fields can 
revitalize and revolutionize current trends in STEM.”

Additionally, Dillard University in New Orleans has been ranked by the National Science Center for Engineering as the #50 producer of 
black STEM doctorates amongst all universities in the nation, #21 HBCU producer of black STEM doctorates and #2 in producing the 
most African-Americans with bachelor’s degrees in physics, according to the American Institute of Physics.

For more information about United Methodist colleges and universities supported by The United Methodist Church’s Black College 
Fund, go to www.gbhem.org/bcf.

About the Black College Fund
The United Methodist Church’s Black College Fund supports the largest number of Black colleges and universities of any church body in the 
United States. The 11 Black colleges are located in the Southeastern and South Central Jurisdictions. The colleges are and have always been 
open to all.

East West Jackson Districts Day at 
the Pines’ 2013 Success                   
Worshipping, singing, dancing, laughing, learning, eat-
ing—all these things and more are what caused partici-
pants at Day at the Pines 2013 to echo, “This was won-
derful, we can’t wait until next year!” Nearly 200 persons 
attended the gathering at Durr Wise Retreat Center of 
Camp Wesley Pines on September 24, 2013. 

The fellowship event for older adults was sponsored again this year by the East and West Jackson 
Districts and the older adult ministries of St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church in Madison. 
Heavy rain throughout the area was not able to dampen the spirits of those attending the event.   
Featured entertainers included “Big Earl from Pearl” and Janie Walters. 

The opening devotional was by East Jackson District lay leader, LaToya Redd and the closing media-
tion was brought by the West Jackson District superintendent, the Rev. Henderson Rasberry. The 
Camp Wesley Pines staff prepared the meal and a homemade ice cream dessert was provided by the 
Rev. Johnny Crosby. Big Earl from Pearl



God is at Work at Rasberry UMC  
Indianola, Mississippi
Since taking her first appointment as pastor of Rasberry UMC back in June, the Rev. 
Paulette Buford and the congregation have been celebrating God’s work. At Rasberry, 
the small rural church in Indianola, Mississippi, she has baptized eight parishioners 
from the age of two to 14 and this does not include the four young adults who decided 
Rasberry would be their home of worship. Buford credits all of this to the Glory of 
God.

Buford believes that a congregation feeds on the spirit of its leader adding that God 
will work through anyone who makes themselves available to the Holy Spirit, and this 
makes a recipe for victory in Christ.  

“It’s all in the percept and realization that serving others has nothing to do with build-
ing up oneself, but has everything to do with the building of the Kingdom of God,” she 
said.

Buford in her own words takes the spirit of the “POWER of We” to heart at Rasberry. 
Her approach is to fulfill the aim of professing “We” by touching the lives of many that 
are seeking God but do not know how to connect with Him. “We, the church are the hands, feet and voice of God. Whether it is one’s 
first appointment or twentieth, God is still God and is calling each and every one of us to be a living sacrifice.” As the song says, “Lord, 
prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true; with thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.”  

St. James UMC “Take it to the Lawn”    
Columbus, Mississippi
St. James UMC of Columbus gathered for their “Take it to the Lawn” service on Sunday, 
September 29. The outside worship event was enjoyed by all who attended. The church was 
blessed to have 107 members, family and friends to join them.

Each fifth Sunday the education committee sponsors a “Bible Bowl” in lieu of regular Sun-
day school class. All classes from pre-kindergarten to the senior class participate. As ques-
tions are asked and answered correctly, the class with the highest number of points at the 
end is recognized as the winner of the Bible Bowl for that Sunday. Because of the “Take it to 
the Lawn” service, there was a condensed version of Bible Bowl which was followed by the 
morning message from the pastor of St. James UMC, Fred H. Brown.

After a spirit-filled worship service on the lawn, the crowd moved inside the church to a 
healthy, nutritious meal prepared by the St. James UMC ushers. The event is an example of 
the St. James UMC motto, “The church that strives to include all of God’s people through love and service to the world.” 

Marvin United Methodist Church — 
The Church Has Left the Building     
Florence, Mississippi
The members of Marvin United Methodist Church, 175 strong, desire as Christians to be “called 
out” to share God’s message of love and forgiveness with each other and to a world that very 
much needs to hear it.  

On September 29, 2013 the church left the building 
to show His work by feeding the hungry, clean-
ing and landscaping schools and parks, visiting 
at a local nursing home, building and donating 
picnic tables to Camp Wesley Pines, worshipping 
and supporting the residents of Methodist Children’s Homes, cleaning apartments of 
senior citizens, painting murals at our city ball park, making blankets for the homeless and 
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Pastor Paulette Buford with candidates 
Fredrick Ellis and Armani Bell with their 
mother, Adriaen Bell.

St. James UMC holds service outside 
every fifth Sunday.

Red t-shirts made it easy to iden-
tify Marvin UMC members.

A landscaping project for a school was one of many that members of Marvin 
UMC did to help their community.



donating snack bags for parents of children hospitalized in Blair E. Batson Hospital for 
Children. We’re a multigenerational congregation and all ages participated.  

As United Methodists, being involved in missions is an important part of being Marvin 
UMC. It’s not just about “me and thee” but “we and thee.” As members of society, the 
church came out of the margins to show that its faith can be demonstrated outside the 
four walls of a sanctuary by breaking out in small groups offering a variety of services.

Marvin UMC is located at 211 N. Church Street in Florence, Mississippi. Robbie  
Murden is the church’s pastor. For more information about Marvin UMC visit online at  
http://mumc.me/ or on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/MUMC39073. 

Dedication of New Facility  
at Refuge UMC       
October 6, 2013 
Join Refuge United Methodist Church as they celebrate 
God’s blessings and dedicate their new building on 
Highway 63 South in Lucedale, Mississippi on October 6, 
2013 at 11:00 a.m. Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., resident 
bishop, of the Mississippi Area of The United Methodist Church will preside over the service. Lunch will be served immediately follow-
ing the service.

For questions, feel free to call the Rev. Harrell Moore at 601-508-8960. Refuge UMC is located at 6187 Highway 63 South in Lucedale, 
Mississippi 39542.

2013 Fall Revival at Pratt Memorial UMC
October 7-9, 2013             
Fall Revival will be held at Pratt Memorial UMC October 7-9, 2013 beginning nightly at 7:00 p.m. The theme for this year’s revival is 
“Working Together in Unity for Jesus.” The scripture is Ecclesiastes 4:9-12. Guest pastors are as follows:

• Monday, October 7, 2013 - Rev. Victor Willis of Mount Pleasant UMC (Fayette) and Little Rock UMC (Crystal Springs)
• Tuesday, October 8, 2013 - Rev. Edward Moses, Sr. of Evergreen UMC (Brandon)
• Wednesday, October 9, 2013 - Rev. Fitzgerald Lovett of New Zion UMC (Crystal Springs)

Pratt UMC is located at 1057 W. Pascagoula Street in Jackson, Mississippi. For more information, please call 601-352-5685.

New Zion UMC Church Anniversary      
October 13, 2013             
New Zion United Methodist Church invites everyone to its Church Anniversary and Note Burning Ceremony, October 13, 2013 at 3:00 
p.m. The theme for this event is “A Vision from God: The house the God Built.” The Rev. Dr. Embra Jackson, superintendent of the 
Starkville District United Methodist churches, will be the quest speaker. The First Unity United Methodist Church will be the special 
guest for this gathering. 

Starkville—Risk Management Meeting
October 17, 2013 
The Starkville District United Methodist Trustees and Gallagher Insurance will sponsor Best Risk Management Practices for Church/
Building Security.  This will be on Thursday, October 17, 6:30 p.m. at Griffin UMC, 212 West Main Street in Starkville. This meeting 
will provide information for the pastor, trustee Chair, pastor parish relations committee (PPRC) chair and administrative council chair-
person.  For more information call the Starkville District office, 662-323-0086. (All churches are invited to attend.) 
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Seashore District Lay Servant Weekend             
October 25-26, 2013             
Courses being offered are:
1. Basic Lay Speaking Course led by Vera Thomas and Merlin Hines
2. Living Our United Methodist Beliefs led by Rev. Pat Thompson
3. Let the Church Say Amen led by Rev. Ella De Daux
4. Companions In Christ: The Way of Forgiveness led by Rev. John McCay

Registration fee is $50. Please register with the Seashore District office at 228-604-2300. The deadline to register is October 18. This 
event will take place at Seashore United Methodist Assembly in Biloxi, Mississippi.

The Tupelo District of The United Methodist Church Presents Dr. Maxie Dunnam  
October 11 & 12, 2013         
Teaching Event Title: The Intersection of Prayer and Mission
Cost: $35.00 (includes cost of materials and lunch)
Location: Tupelo First United Methodist Church
Date: October 11 and 12
Times: October 11, 6:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. | October 12, 9:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Instructor: Dr. Maxie Dunnam
Materials: “The Intercessory Life” by Dr. Maxie Dunnam
Contact Information: Tupelo District office
Phone: 662-842-8477
e-mail: tupdist@gmail.com 
Registration deadline:  October 3, 2013
(1/2 CEU awarded)

About the Instructor, Dr. Maxie Dunnam:
Dr. Maxie Dunnam became the fifth president of Asbury Theological Seminary in 1994 after serving 12 years as senior minister of the 
6,000 member, Christ United in Memphis, Tennessee. Before that, he served as the world editor of the Upper Room.

Dunnam served as Asbury president for 10 years. He is a member of the University Senate of The United Methodist Church and is rec-
ognized throughout Methodism for his commitment to evangelism, social witness and renewal.

In 1989, he was inducted into the Foundation for Evangelism’s Hall of Fame. In 1992 he was awarded the Chair of Distinction by the 
World Methodist Council and in 1993 he received the Phillip Award for Distinguished Service in Evangelism. He has authored more 
than 30 books and his latest book is “The Intercessory Life,” the one we will be using.

Dunnam’s extensive pastoral experience includes church planting, rural churches and suburban and regional congregations in Missis-
sippi, Georgia, California, and Tennessee.

Register for Convocation on the Black Church
October 25-26, 2013
Notice: This event will occur as planned on the date listed above. Please disregard 
any communication that it has been cancelled.  

The Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church presents the 2013 Con-
vocation on the Black Church. This event is specifically designed to meet challenges 
of African American churches—but beneficial to all churches—ALL churches are 
welcome! Make plans for an evening of worship and praise beginning at 7:00 p.m. 
Friday, October 25, 2013 at Anderson United Methodist Church 6205 Hanging Moss 
Road in Jackson, Mississippi. 

On Saturday, October 26, 2013, prepare for a day of studying to show ourselves ap-
proved. This begins at 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. at Clyde Muse Center on the Rankin Campus of Hinds Community College located at 515 
Country Place Parkway in Pearl, Mississippi. To register, visit http://mississippiumcconvocation2013-es2.eventbrite.com/.
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October 25 and 26, 2013



Generation Transformation  
Global Mission Fellows
Is God Calling you to change the world through mission service? For more details about long-term mission work for ages 20-30, 
go to www.umcmission.org/Get-Involved/Global-Mission-Fellows/About/Generation-Transformation/Generation-Transformation.
This program gives you the opportunity to engage in justice work and become an 
ambassador for mission both internationally and domestically. Join a movement of 
young adults committed to mission and systemic change.
Global Mission Fellows is a program of The United Methodist Church that sends 
young adults, ages 20-30, out of their home context for two years of mission service. 
This is a faith-and justice-centered program that grew out of the historic US-2 and 
Mission Intern programs.

Annual Conference 2014     
June 6-8, 2014
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held on June 6-8 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.

Employment Opportunities
• Director of Children’s Ministries, Full-Time (Collierville UMC) 
Collierville UMC is looking for an individual who will love and nurture children so that they may know God’s Love for 
them and will make Christ known to the world. This person must be someone who builds relationships with children, 
volunteers, parents and someone who manages and oversees the entire Children’s Ministries program (birth through fifth 
grade) including, but not limited to, children’s Sunday school, Wednesday night Bible study, vacation Bible school, the 
children’s Christmas pageant, Easter egg hunt and picnic and other seasonal and annual events. Qualified applicants will 
be committed Christian disciples and possess a bachelor’s degree. Training in early childhood development or elementary 
education is highly desired. They must have a minimum of three years of experience working with children. Experience 
working on a large-membership church staff is desired. For more information and to learn how to apply, contact the Rev. 
Kristofer Roof by email at kroof@colliervilleumc.org.

• Director of Children and Family Ministry (Galloway Memorial UMC)
Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church, a vibrant, historic congregation in Jackson, Mississippi, is seeking a full-
time director of Children & Family Ministry to oversee and give direction to an exciting and comprehensive children’s 
ministry.  This ministry is described by members of Galloway as best served by someone who is nurturing, loving, enthu-
siastic, inclusive, fun, Christ-centered, challenging, welcoming, mission-oriented, prayerful, role model, passionate and 
exemplary.
Galloway is a dynamic 2,000-member congregation which was established in 1836.  The church is located one block from 
the Mississippi State Capitol building and Governor’s mansion.  Galloway has many exciting ministries seeking to meet the 
needs of a diverse constituency, which includes people from various socio-economic classes and backgrounds. Galloway 
believes strongly that her purpose is ‘revealing heaven on earth through the witness of our personal spirituality, congrega-
tional ethos, and works of ministry by faithfully following Jesus.’ 
We seek a director of Children & Family Ministry who is called to serve children from birth through sixth grade, and to 
serve their families.  The candidate would evidence a contagious enthusiasm for Christ and children with proven gifts of 
organization, administration and communication (oral and written). An ideal candidate will demonstrate deep Wesleyan 
theological grounding and gifts of leadership. The director of Children & Family Ministry will oversee, organize and imple-
ment ministry to, with and alongside children, their adult leaders, parents and guardians to make disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. An effective director of Children & Family Ministry will equip and empower children 
of the church and community to understand that they are loved by God, called by God and equipped by God as disciples of 
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Jesus Christ to have the hands and hearts of a servant. The director of Children & Family Ministry will oversee Children’s 
Sunday School (year round), Children’s Church for four and 5-year-olds (year round), vacation Bible school (summer, one 
week), Confirmation (January through May). The candidate will provide pastoral care and spiritual guidance for children/
parents/guardians/teachers and families; participate and engage worship planning through a team model, and lead the 
children’s teaching time in worship.
The Director of Children & Family Ministry will visit Galloway’s new born babies and other children in the hospital, share 
new parent and baby information with clergy staff; supervise and train nursery personnel, assist in the nursery as needed; 
enlist, train, delegate, equip and supervise volunteers for all facets of children’s ministry; coordinate communication for all 
facets of children’s ministry; follow, revise, and implement policies and procedures to ensure a safe environment for chil-
dren; create and implement new member formation alongside the ministry area of congregational care. The candidate will 
engage in intentional relationships with Galloway’s Children’s Center and communicate and coordinate with the Center’s 
director regarding events, facility, and policies, of mutual ministry; will also engage the United Methodist Bethlehem Cen-
ter and other community ministries for children. 
All ministry regarding children extends a call to God’s Mission in the world. The Director of Children & Family Ministry 
requires a team oriented spirit. An ideal candidate will display passion for seeing children come to know, love, and follow 
Christ, as well as passion for ministry with persons who are on the margins. There is a rich opportunity to advocate for 
children in both church and government. 
Galloway Memorial UMC has excellent resources available: collaborative staff and volunteers, well-equipped facilities, 
funding for continuing education, and a supportive program budget.  A committed group of parents, guardians, and other 
volunteers are excited to journey with our next Director of Children & Family Ministry.
The competitive compensation package for this position is commensurate with experience and training.  Start date is nego-
tiable. Interested persons should submit a resume and personal statement (Microsoft word or pdf format required) via 
e-mail by October 17, 2013 to kevans@gallowayumc.org.  The personal statement should be no more than 300 words and 
should address the question: How would you lead ministry with children and families at Galloway to advance our commit-
ment to revealing Heaven on Earth and what is it about your training, experience and philosophy that uniquely qualify you 
for this position?  
Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church is an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Cheese Soufflé    
4 slices bread
1 (5 oz.) jar Old English cheese
3 eggs
2 cups milk
Paprika
Garlic salt
Dry mustard
Red pepper, to taste
Butter bread and break in pieces in bottom of casserole dish.  Break cheese into pieces on top of bread.  Sprinkle with above 
seasonings.  Combine milk and eggs.  Pour over bread and cheese mixture.  Let stand one hour or refrigerate overnight.  
Bake at 350 degrees for one hour.

 – Shug Campbell, “Loaves and Fishes” from St. Paul UMC in Ocean Springs, Mississippi

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next issue of The Circuit Rider, but 
the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, so share your happenings 
soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!
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Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-
Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to 
sign up for ConnecTText.  The service is another option for people to stay informed about important 
dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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